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Thank you for your letter of 30 August regarding the petition you have received from the

League Against Cruel Sports requesting a ban on the manufacture, sale and use of snares
in Wales.

Snares are commonly used in the UK for pest control to restrain certain mammal species,
prior to despatch. In Wales snares are used by farmers and gamekeepers mainly to control
foxes. Snaring is used as a method of control because it is effective for foxes in locations
and at times of the year when shooting is not possible, either because it would not be safe,
or because of high cover which prevents foxes from being seen.

| recognise snares are capable of causing injury and death to target and non-target animals
and this was shown in the Food and Environment Research Agency (FERA) research on
the use of snares on an England and Wales basis which was published in 2012. Their
report entitled ‘Determining the Extent of Use and Humaneness of Snares in England and
Wales’ showed some of the animals caught through the use of snares were unnecessarily
suffering through poor snaring practice.
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As such it was considered there was good reason to believe snaring practice would be
improved if practitioners followed a Code of Practice and we published an improved Code of
Best Practice on the Use of Snares in Fox Control in September 2015. This Code promotes
best practice in the use of snares and places the welfare of animals at its core. It provides
clear, practicable advice to snare operators for fox control, including how to comply with the
law in terms of equipment and operations. Compliance with the Code will improve operator
practice and help avoid the capture of non-target animals.

The Welsh Government worked with all interested parties to develop this Code and a
number of the organisations involved have been actively promoting the Code amongst their
members. They have run awareness raising and training events, with the aim on improving
operator practice and animal welfare standards. Further sessions are planned at various
venues across Wales.

My officials are now planning to meet with interested parties to discuss the Code of Practice
to coincide with its 1% anniversary. The aim is to gather evidence on snare operational
standards since the publishing of the Code and identify any further steps which can be
undertaken to increase compliance with the Code and further improve animal welfare
standards.

More generally, wildlife legislation is also being considered as part of an analysis of the Law
Commission report on wildlife law reform. | am giving careful consideration to the Law
Commission’s recommendations. On snares, the Law Commission has recommended the
operation and inspection of snares may benefit in the future from additional regulations. It is
my view at this time the published Code of Practice provides clear guidance on the
op,qration and inspection of snares.
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